MRS JEAN RUNCIMAN
Alert readers of Medical History will already have noticed one significant change in the journal's editorial team, the retirement of Jean Runciman from the post of Assistant Editor. Although her name did not appear on the cover until 1974, she had been acting in that capacity since 1966, and, as secretary to Noel Poynter since 1958, her involvement with the journal goes back still earlier. She has seen Medical History grow in both size and reputation, not least because of her own high standards.
As Assistant Editor, she has been responsible for the detailed administration and production of the journal, from writing letters to publishers, communicating with contributors, and copy-editing, to making up the pages in proof and preparing the index. In all this, she has shown a meticulous passion for accuracy and good style, allied with a tactful firmness. All those involved with Medical History, whether authors, printers, or readers, have had good cause for gratitude for Jean's advice and expertise. Not least, of course, a succession of Editors, whose workload has been immeasurably lightened by the security of the trust they could place in her, and by her gentle reminders ofwhat they were still required to do. The Tuesday editorial meetings will not be the same without her cheerful laughter at the follies of the world, which belied the high seriousness with which she performed her many editorial tasks. It is a measure of her commitment, and her ability to secure the very best out of her colleagues, that in all her years as Assistant Editor there was no issue of the journal that did not arrive in the Institute in the month in which it was scheduled to appear. This, despite printers' strikes, the hiccups of technological innovation, postal and transport delays, and changes of printer.
Even when, in summer 1987, she was rushed to hospital for emergency surgery and spent several weeks recuperating at home, she continued to carry out any necessary editing in order to ensure the journal's smooth production.
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